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Our strategic vision is rooted in our 
mission to equip Christians to serve 
the mission of God in church and 
world with transformative action.

Over the next five years, four areas of focus will serve to 
guide our decisions and actions so that we might effectively 
meet the opportunities and challenges of our mission in a 
constantly changing world. I invite you to read, be inspired, 
and partner with us in equipping the ministry of the church 
for a world that needs good news.

Dr. Anna Robbins, 

President, Acadia Divinity College 
Dean of Theology, Acadia University



Our Story
From our roots in the beginning of the 19th century, 
Acadia Divinity College has evolved in faith and 
changed with purpose. Our East Coast flavour of 
Theology continues to prepare strong, compassionate 
leaders to serve communities around the globe.
 
As the seminary of the Canadian Baptists of Atlantic Canada (CBAC) and 
the Faculty of Theology for Acadia University, ADC is built on the faith of 
countless individuals who have worked together to distinguish the College 
as a diverse, creative, and forward-thinking academic institution.

ADC not only meets the challenges of the day; we strive to lead in maximizing 
opportunities for the creative development of theological education that equips 
able leaders for ministry service. We have the strength of our historical roots, 
in church and university. Out of that tradition, we embrace a spirit of cultural 
engagement and innovation as we prepare to meet future trends and challenges.
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The challenge
Our churches need leaders who can help  
them grow and transform in a rapidly-changing 
culture. We've identified how ADC can evolve  
to best outwork our mission and partnership  
with our churches.
 

Charting our viSion
ADC comes to this pivotal moment in Christian history in a position of strength,  
and with a sense of urgency about equipping Christians to serve the mission of  
God with transformative action. We need to support and develop leaders who are  
able to imagine and nurture new work in local communities. We must also encourage 
and resource leaders who can take churches to a place of faithful witness and social 
relevance in a today's culture. To this end, we have identified FOUR AREAS OF FOCUS  
that will enable us to fulfill our mission for our current context and calling. These 
areas overlap and feed into one another as an ever-evolving path into the future.



ADC is firmly rooted in  
the Baptist faith with a rich  
history in providing the best  

educational experience 
for our students. 

Foundation
BUILD OUR BASE
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TO ENSURE WE MAINTAIN A STRONG FOUNDATION,  
ADC WILL BUILD:

• Faculty strength to position them as outstanding leaders  
in theological education.

• Student support to help students navigate an ever-changing learning 
environment and to ensure their personal success.

• Financial security for the long term through a fundraising campaign 
that focuses on operating endowments, academic chairs, and endowed 
student funds.

• Effective governance by streamlining the committee structure of our 
Board of Trustees and continually developing the strength of the Board 
through diversity of backgrounds and gifts.

•  Clear communication as we identify audiences and tell our story better.

With this strength as our base, we are able 
to explore creative initiatives to make the 
most of present and future opportunities 
that will extend our work and mission. ADC 
has developed as an outstanding seminary, 
and we are eager to maximize this success.



ADC recognizes the 
importance of engaging the 
context in which God has 
placed us and called us in 

this location and time.

Location
ENGAGE OUR PLACE
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From our relationships with the creation,  
the wider university campus, the East Coast, 
and urban and rural areas, to our international 
affiliations, we embrace our physical reality 
and seek to make a fresh impact. 

TO ENSURE WE LIVE OUT AN EMBODIED MISSION  
IN OUR PHYSICAL LOCATION, ADC WILL ENGAGE:

• The land, sea, and sky in theological perspective and  
educational practice.

• Acadia University through our commitments to serve, support,  
and encourage others, and increase the visibility of theology  
in higher education.

• The city through presence and partnerships in Halifax so that we offer 
relevant theological education for the emerging urban East Coast church.

• Our East Coast context by developing ADC’s theological voice with 
a publishing initiative that will be distinctive in its Baptist roots, 
acknowledgement of historical actions of faithfulness and injustice, 
recognition of the land of Mi’kma’ki, and the ways that God speaks here.



ADC is rooted in our commitment 
to be the whole people of God,  

seeking transformation of 
our community and the 
communities we serve.

Transformation
EXTEND OUR EMBRACE
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We want to move beyond exclusion and 
marginalization and learn to see the world with 
the breadth of God’s love. Through a ministry 
of justice and reconciliation, we aim to widen 
access to theological education to all who are 
called, wherever in the world they are located.

TO ENSURE WE UPHOLD AN ENDURING COMMITMENT  
TO TRANSFORMATION IN CHURCH AND COMMUNITY,  
ADC WILL EMBRACE:

• The inclusion of historically marginalized communities, particularly 
Indigeneous peoples and those of African descent as we commit to  
learning to walk well together.

• Truth and Reconciliation, and the pursuit of justice in our structures  
and curriculum.

• The embodiment of diversity in recruitment, appointment of  
students, staff, faculty, and Board, and ongoing diversity training  
for our entire community.

• Effective national and international partnerships with those who  
share a common mission.

• Wider access to theological education to all who are called, wherever  
in the world they are located, through technological investment, and 
pedagogical development.



ADC has a culture of 
evaluation and innovation 

that constantly seeks  
to improve what we do.

Innovation
SET THE PACE
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We not only consider better ways to carry 
out our mission, we also devise new 
approaches to theological education that 
have potential for wide transformative 
impact. We are not content to be good.  
We want to lead the way.

TO ENSURE WE CONTINUE TO PURSUE INNOVATION 
IN THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION, ADC WILL:

• Establish a futuring hub, which will gather, conduct, and interpret research 
on trends and developments that will help us imagine and prepare for life in 
the future as a seminary and with our churches.

• Build an educational sandbox for experimenting and re-imagining 
theological education for emerging contexts, in partnership with churches.

• Engage, experiment with, and continually invest in new technologies  
for theological education.

• Develop new approaches to mental health in theological education,  
as we equip graduates to understand their own mental health and how  
to support the mental health of their congregations.

• Offer flexible, accessible theology for everybody who needs to respond 
to the constant and rapidly-changing church context, including continuing 
education for church leaders, and education for laypeople who lead ministry 
in under-served locations.



I thank my God every time I remember 
you, constantly praying with joy in 

every one of my prayers for all of you, 
because of your sharing in the gospel 

from the first day until now. I am 
confident of this, that the one who began 

a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ.

 PHILIPPIANS 1:3-6, NRSV
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Partnering with adc 

PRAYER 
Your prayers are very important to us. As we continue to carry out the 
mission of ADC, please pray for our President, Board of Trustees, faculty, 
staff, and students.

ADVOCACY 
Invite us to come and partner with you. Our faculty and staff are available 
to preach at your church or deliver workshops and training in your 
ministry context. You can also help advance the work of the College  
by inviting your friends, church, associations and other ministries to give  
to support the work of ADC.

TAKE A COURSE 
We believe that theological education is for everybody, including you! 
Taking a course is not only a wonderful way for you to grow in your 
knowledge and faith, but it is also the best way to experience the ministry 
of ADC.  We offer a wide range of courses in areas such as Biblical Studies, 
Theology, Christian History, and much more. Courses can be taken for 
credit towards a degree or audited for personal growth.

REFER A STUDENT 
At the heart of what we do is preparing Christians to serve. We hear  
from our students about people who spoke into their lives and 
encouraged them to prepare for what the Lord is calling them to.  
Be intentional about looking for those who are called to serve and 
encourage them to consider ADC as part of their journey.



Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and 

rust consume and where thieves 
break in and steal; but store up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust consumes 

and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also.

MATTHEW 6:19-21, NRSV
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Giving to adc: wayS to give a gift
ONE-TIME GIFT  
Never underestimate the power of a single 
gift. Every gift makes a difference. There are 
many ways to give a gift including in person, 
by mail, telephone, or online. You can direct 
your gift to any of our strategic priorities. 

PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING 
There are many benefits to pre-authorized 
giving, both for you and for ADC. Not 
only is it a quick and easy way for you 
to make a regular monthly or yearly 
donation, it also provides ADC with a 
dependable source of income throughout 
the year. You can set up a reccurring 
gift with your credit card or debit. No 
hassles, no reminders, and no fuss.

PLANNED GIVING  
You have the ability to make more of a 
difference than you think. By giving even 
a small portion of your estate in your will, 
you can have a significant impact on our 
shared mission. Your gift may include stocks, 
bonds, personal property, or a bequest of a 
percentage or specific dollar amount. Tax 
receipts for your gift also have a substantial 
financial benefit to you and your estate. 
Your gift may come later, but we want to 

celebrate with you now! By confirming a 
bequest in your will with us we can not only 
celebrate your generosity today, but it also 
allows us to better plan for the future.

GIFTS OF PUBLICLY-LISTED SECURITIES 
Gifts of shares, capital stock, and units of 
Canadian mutual funds are exempt from 
the capital gains tax that typically applies  
to the sale of a security. By transferring 
these assets directly to ADC instead of 
selling, you mitigate these tax implications. 
You also receive a tax receipt for the full fair 
market value of the donation. To transfer 
a gift of listed securities, download our 
transfer form and instructions, or contact 
the Development Office.

ESTABLISH NAMED ENDOWMENTS 
A powerful way to support the work of 
ADC is through the creation of a named 
endowed fund. These funds can support 
our work in general, or be designated 
towards a specific priority or ministry area. 
Not only does this provide dependable, 
long-term support for the College, but it 
also serves as an excellent way to honour 
someone you care about. Contact the 
Development Office for more information.

Discover more ways to give at: ACADIADIV.CA/GIVE/WAYS-TO-GIVE



Acadia Divinity College recognizes that no building can 
exist without the land on which it rests to provide for, 

support, and uphold it. Prior to the founding of Acadia 
University, before the town of Wolfville, before the 

beginning of Nova Scotia, or the nation now known 
as Canada – this land was and still is Mi’kma’ki, the 

ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaw people 
to whom the land was entrusted by the Creator.  

It is on this land that our building now rests. 

Alongside Acadia University, ADC seeks to walk  
in a good way with our Indigenous hosts, friends,  

and neighbours. 



ACADIA DIVINITY COLLEGE IS AN ACCREDITED MEMBER 
OF THE CANADIAN CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN CHARITIES

Spending of funds is confined to board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated 
towards a board-approved program or project will be used as designated, with the understanding that, when the 
need for such a program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason determined by the board, 
the remaining restricted contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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