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The goodness of creation

• Creation is good in relation to God

– Creation reveals God through his handiwork  
(Ps. 19; 50:6; Acts 14:17; Rom.1:20)

– Creation is valued by God for itself  
(Gen. 1:31; Ps. 104)

– Creation belongs to God; he is the Owner 
(Deut.10:14; Ps. 24:1)

– Creation is the temple of God (Isa. 66:1-2)
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• Creation is good in relation to us

– Created to rule (as ‘kings’),   as the image of God 
(Gen.1:26-28)

– Located to ‘serve and keep’ (as ‘priests’)         
(Gen.2:15)

The goodness of creation
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The glory of creation

• God’s glory through the praise of creation
– Pss. 145, 148, 150; Rev. 5:13

• God’s glory in the fullness of creation
– Ps. 104:31; Isa. 6:3

• Whatever destroys creation diminishes God’s 
praise and glory
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The goal of creation

• All creation is included in God’s plan of 
redemption through the cross and 
resurrection of Christ (Eph. 1:10; Col. 1:20)

– Isa. 11:6-9 – environmental harmony
– Isa. 65:17-25 - new heavens and new earth
– Ps. 96:10-13 – rejoicing of all creation
– Rom. 8:18-21 – birthing of new creation
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• The redemption of creation will involve 
purging – not obliteration
– 2 Peter 3

• Creation has been reconciled to God through 
the cross and resurrection of Christ
– Col. 1:15-20

The goal of creation
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The goal of creation

• Our final destination – not just ‘heaven’, but  
the new creation
– Rev. 21:1-4. 
– Rev. 5:13; 7:9,  21:24-26.  The praise of all 

creatures on earth;  and the glory of all human 
cultures, languages and civilizations – purged and 
purified – brought into the City of God. 

7

“The earth is created, sustained and redeemed by 
Christ. We cannot claim to love God while abusing 
what belongs to Christ by right of creation, 
redemption and inheritance. We care for the earth 
and responsibly use its abundant resources, not 
according to the rationale of the secular world, but 
for the Lord’s sake. If Jesus is Lord of all the earth, 
we cannot separate our relationship to Christ from 
how we act in relation to the earth. For to proclaim 
the gospel that says ‘Jesus is Lord’ is to proclaim the 
gospel that includes the earth, since Christ’s 
Lordship is over all creation. Creation care is thus a 
gospel issue within the Lordship of Christ.”
Cape Town Commitment 1.7.a
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• ‘You [Lamb of God] are worthy … because with 
your blood you purchased for God persons 
from every tribe and language and people and 
nation. You have made them to be a kingdom 
and priests to serve our God, and they shall 
reign upon the earth. 

Rev. 5:9-10
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