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The Chair of Evangelism and Mission is named in honour
of the couple who generously established this endowment
fund, Sheldon and Marjorie Fountain, both of whom
epitomize dedication to the Acadia community and to the
betterment of wider society overall. Both worked tirelessly
in a range of philanthropic efforts over the course of their
lives, and brought their strong faith into everything they
undertook. This endowment income supports a professorship
in evangelism and mission.

Acadia Divinity College
Acadia Divinity College (ADC) has a distinguished
record of theological education. As early as 1830,
Baptists in Nova Scotia established a “department of
pious scholars” at Horton Academy in Wolfville for
ministerial training. With the founding of what became
Acadia University in 1838, preparation for ministry was
continued under various formats until the School of
Theology was officially formed in 1923.
When Acadia University was reorganized in the late
1960s, the School of Theology was reconstituted as
Acadia Divinity College in 1968. Today, Acadia Divinity
College exists as the official seminary of the Convention
of Atlantic Baptist Churches and continues as the
Faculty of Theology of Acadia University. The University
awards all ADC degrees, and all ADC graduate degrees
are approved by the Association of Theological Schools
in Canada and the United States.
Acadia Divinity College offers theological education at
the bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral levels, equipping
men and women for leadership roles in churches,
chaplaincies, denominational leadership, university and
seminary teaching, cross-cultural mission, para-church
leadership, and other areas of ministry. The College is
known for rigorous academic instruction and also for a
strong emphasis on practical training. This training is
designed to help students clarify their call, establish their
ministerial competencies, and refine their character in
order that they might be used of God as effective leaders
in the local church and other ministry settings.
With rich and varied backgrounds, Acadia Divinity
College’s highly qualified professors are published
authors, respected leaders in their fields, and actively
engaged in local, regional, national, and international
ministries. With a diverse student population,
representing many countries of the world and including
more than 20 Christian denominations, Acadia Divinity
College’s reach is global.

The Chair of Evangelism and Mission
was established by a lead gift from
Sheldon and Marjorie Fountain.

Sheldon and Marjorie Fountain
Sheldon and Marjorie Fountain come from a long tradition
of Christian service to others. Marjorie’s forebears were
prominent Baptist ministers in Nova Scotia and influential
in establishing Horton Academy in 1828 and Acadia
University in 1838. Marjorie’s father, Fred C. Manning,
was an internationally successful businessman, based in
Nova Scotia, with diverse interests as far away as a power
company in Venezuela.
Marjorie grew up in Falmouth, Nova
Scotia, the only child of Fred
and Gladys Manning. She
attended Edgehill School for
Girls, Dalhousie University,
and Toronto’s Shaw Business
School. During the Second
World War, Marjorie
was active in the local
war effort both as a Red
Cross volunteer driver and
Secretary for the District
Army Examiner. She and
Sheldon met during an “at
home” event for troops at First
Baptist Church in Halifax, and
they were married for 63 years before
Sheldon’s death in 2006.
Sheldon was a native of Deer Island, New
Brunswick, and this small village remained close to his
heart all his life. After graduating from the Provincial
Normal School in Fredericton, New Brunswick, he
returned to teach in the same one-room schoolhouse where
he had been a student. He came to Wolfville in 1935 and
began his life-long love for both the Annapolis Valley and
Acadia University. While at Acadia he was the manager of
the rugby team, a residence monitor, a waiter in the dining
room, and eventually the head waiter. After graduating

with a B.A. in 1939, Sheldon went on to become one
of the first M.B.A. graduates from Boston University
in 1941. He returned home during the war and became
a Captain in the Directorate of Personnel Selection for
the Canadian Army. This was followed by roles at United
Service Corporation in Truro, Eastern Transport Ltd. and
Truro Motors.
In 1957 Sheldon returned to Acadia
as a faculty member, where he
made a significant and lasting
contribution during his 13year tenure. He established
the Commerce Department
which later became
the Fred C. Manning
School of Business
Administration. Both he
and Marjorie felt at home
in Wolfville, and, after
his retirement, the couple
continued to live there
for a number of years
before moving to Halifax.
Sheldon served on the Board
of the Divinity School, as well as
a number of corporate boards, and
was involved with his church and other
charitable organizations throughout his life.
Marjorie and Sheldon served on numerous non-profit
boards and with other community projects over the
span of many decades. They have been committed to
strengthening higher education and healthcare, quietly
working behind the scenes as benefactors in Wolfville
and Halifax. Marjorie and her mother provided the funds
to build Manning Memorial Chapel in memory of her
father. This elegant structure has been an architectural

Andrew D. MacRae
landmark on the Acadia campus since its
grand opening in 1963, complete with a
steeple lowered down by helicopter, a 20stop classical organ from Québec, and a
giant bell shipped from England.
Sheldon and Marjorie continued their
philanthropic work through helping to
establish the Gladys M. Manning
Memorial Home for seniors in Windsor,
not far from where she grew up. Most
recently, Marjorie and her family made
another significant gift to Acadia, in
honour of her husband. The beautiful
Sheldon L. Fountain Learning
Commons, in the heart of the campus,
supports opportunities for teaching and
learning, international education, and
community engagement. It is a fitting
tribute to honour Sheldon’s years at
Acadia and his contributions to
education and the University.
Sheldon and Marjorie were jointly
awarded honorary doctorates from
Acadia in 1999, in recognition of their
long service and dedication to the
University and the wider community.
They have been continuous supporters
of the Divinity College as well, and,
following an overseas trip through
Canadian Baptist Ministries, they decided
to provide the initial funding for the Chair
of Evangelism and Mission at Acadia
Divinity College. They were delighted to
subsequently meet, and, become good
friends with Dr. Andrew MacRae, who
was the first occupant of this Chair.

The Reverend Dr. Andrew D.
MacRae was born in Lasswade,
near Edinburgh, Scotland in 1933. Through the early
encouragement of his pastor, Dr. MacRae became a street
evangelist in Edinburgh as a teenager. He received his Master
of Arts at the University of Edinburgh in 1954, his Bachelor
of Divinity at the Baptist Theological College of Scotland
in 1957, and was ordained in early August 1957. He was
called to pastoral ministry in Scotland for 12 years, focusing
on urban ministry, followed by 14 years as the General
Secretary and Superintendent of the Baptist Union of
Scotland. Dr. MacRae served extensively in Europe and the
Soviet Bloc, working with the Baptist World Alliance and
also preaching, teaching and leading conferences in more
than 50 countries on every continent. In recognition
of his work, he received a Doctor of Divinity from the
Campbellsville College in 1979.
In 1979, Dr. MacRae received an invitation from Acadia
Divinity College to establish the first Chair of Evangelism
and Mission in Canada. Between 1980 and 1985,
Dr. MacRae served as Professor of Evangelism and Mission
at Acadia Divinity College. He then served as Principal
(President) and Dean of Theology at the College from 1985
to 1998. During his time in Canada, Dr. MacRae earned his
Doctor of Philosophy from the University of St. Andrews
in 1984 and received an honorary Doctor of Divinity from
Acadia University in 2004.
Dr. MacRae retired in 1998 after thirteen years, as ADC’s
longest serving Principal. In retirement he served as a pastor,
taught evangelism, and after a brief absence from the College,
returned to direct the Doctor of Ministry program, a program
he introduced in the 1980s. Until recently, he served as
Senior Consultant to the Doctor of Ministry Program, Life
and Ministry Coach, and Liaison to Hong Kong Ministries.
Andrew continues to serve as the Sheldon and Marjorie
Fountain Professor Emeritus of Evangelism and Mission.

The Vision
What does evangelism and mission look like today?
Evangelism and mission are integral to a Biblical understanding of the church as it relates to society.
Many people have questions about their spirituality, and many people are exploring different faiths and
beliefs. Although Canadians celebrate a strong religious heritage, and Canada has many historic churches,
the proclamation of the gospel must be more than a historical distinctive. Christians need the know-how to
engage in dialogue with people – inside and outside of the church – so the gospel is heard.
Acadia Divinity College’s vision is to train Christian leaders so they and their churches can engage such
questions with authenticity and integrity and Biblical clarity. In the classroom, students are provided the
theological and practical tools necessary to reach people in contemporary society with the good news of
Jesus Christ. They also examine the challenges involved in, and skills necessary for, communicating the
gospel cross-culturally, demographically, and digitally. Necessary perspectives are introduced to ensure
effective participation in a broken world.
Students are taught how to lead long-established churches to renewed spiritual vitality. That education
includes both an understanding of evangelism that has theological depth and an understanding of church
and society that addresses the barriers of institutionalization and dead orthodoxy.
Therefore, theological education at Acadia Divinity College is essential to equip
pastors and leaders for today’s world:
• to understand how to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ; and,
• to lead spiritually vibrant congregations to be a clear witness in their
communities, so the mission of the church can be carried out.

Stephen D. McMullin
Acadia ‘79
The Reverend Dr. Stephen D. McMullin is a pastor, teacher, and sociologist whose
ministry has been characterized by a passion for evangelism and for preparing the
church for its Biblical mission. He was appointed Associate Pastor of Evangelism and
Mission in 2012 and began serving as the second occupant of the Sheldon and Marjorie
Fountain Chair of Evangelism and Mission in 2014.
Dr. McMullin grew up in Woodstock, New Brunswick. After graduating from Acadia
University in 1979 with a Bachelor of Arts with Honours (English), he agreed to serve
as interim pastor of the Waterville and Victoria Baptist Churches—two small rural
congregations near Hartland, New Brunswick. Three weeks after he began his interim
ministry, he was called to serve as pastor. By 1988, when he resigned, the churches had
more than doubled in membership and attendance.
While enrolled at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, graduating in 1991 with a
Master of Arts in Theological Studies degree, he served as Minister of Outreach at the
Woodstock Baptist Church and in 1990 was called to serve as senior pastor—a position
he held until 1997.
As a member of the Evangelism Commission of the United Baptist Convention, he was
instrumental in bringing the Alpha Course to Atlantic Canada. In 1997, he accepted the
call to Main Street Baptist Church (now RiverCross Church) in Saint John—an aging
urban congregation suffering from chronic decline. During his ten years of ministry,
the congregation grew through conversion growth and began effective new outreach
ministries to the urban neighbourhood.
In 2011 he was awarded a Ph.D. in Sociology by the University of New Brunswick, with
a focus on secularization and the reasons for congregational decline.
Since 2010, Dr. McMullin has been teaching various courses at Acadia Divinity College,
focusing on evangelism and mission. He regularly draws on his pastoral and leadership
experience as well as his research when teaching students, specifically in the areas of
leadership in contemporary society and ministering to the local church.

THE INVESTMENT
An academic chair at
Acadia Divinity College
requires $2.5 million
to be fully funded.
Please help us fully endow
the Sheldon and Marjorie
Fountain Chair of
Evangelism and Mission.
Your financial support
will enable the College
to fulfill its mission of
Equipping Christian
Leaders.

Recently, I participated in Praxis,
an annual international study tour
offered at ADC through Canadian
Baptist Ministries. This tour
provided me with an opportunity
to learn the realities of a new
culture and integral mission.
My experience in Cuba, along with
my training at ADC, has renewed
my passion for missions at both
the local and international levels.
- Erin Jackman, MDiv
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Acadia Divinity College is a certiﬁed member of the Canadian Council of Christian Charities
Spending of funds is conﬁned to board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a boardapproved program or project will be used as designated, with the understanding that, when the need for such a program or project has
been met, or cannot be completed for any reason determined by the board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for such
program or project will be used where needed most.

