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Theological Education 
at Acadia University
The roots of theological education are well established 
in Acadia University. As early as 1830, Baptists in Nova 
Scotia formed a “department of pious scholars” at Horton 
Academy in Wolfville for ministerial training. With the 
founding of Acadia University in 1838, preparation for 
ministry was continued under various formats until the 
School of Theology was officially formed in 1923.

During these early years, the School of Theology met in 
rooms in the University Hall, and then in 1959 took over 
Sawyer Hall, the former home of the Rev. Dr. A.W. Sawyer, 
president of Acadia University between 1869 and 1896. 
Sawyer Hall was situated between University Hall  
and the Vaughan Memorial Library, near the Manning 
Memorial Chapel.

Introduction 
Acadia Divinity College must maintain a highly 
functional facility to continue to provide students with 
excellent learning spaces and improved access through 
technology, as well as exposing them to the resources of 
a contemporary university setting.

The current building was constructed in 1970 and 
occupies a prime location on campus. It has served 
the College well for nearly 50 years, and now critical 
renovations and refurbishment must occur to sustain an 
effective presence on the campus of Acadia University.



Establishment of Acadia Divinity College
In the spring of 1966, the Nova Scotia Legislature passed 
Bill 49 bringing about a change in structure of the Board of 
Governors of Acadia University. At that time, the Board
of Governors and the Atlantic Baptist Convention entered 
into negotiations concerning the future of the School  
of Theology.
 
On June 1, 1968, the School of Theology was reconstituted 
as an affiliated College of the University through the passing 
of Bill 76. Acadia Divinity College was established with its 
own Board of Trustees and Senate, and the School  
of Theology was renamed the Faculty of Theology of  
Acadia University.
 
A special convocation of Acadia University in recognition 
of the inception of Acadia Divinity College took place on 
August 31, 1968. At this event, Dr. M.R. Cherry and Dr. A.J. 
Langley were installed as Principal and Associate Principal 
respectively by Rev. Keith R. Hobson, chair of the Board  
of Trustees.

New College Building on Campus
The Governors of Acadia University leased for the sum of 
One Dollar ($1.00) to the College a building site for a period 
of ninety-nine years, and the College agreed to erect a 
suitable building within five years.

A sod-turning ceremony for the new building took place 
on August 30, 1969, during the annual sessions of the 
United Baptist Convention of the Atlantic Provinces. The 
architectural firm of MacFawn and Rogers of Halifax was 
retained, and the excavation began on March 13, 1970. 
Construction was contracted to V.C. Woodworth of Kentville.

The new College building, with the chapel at its centre, 
opened on October 20, 1970. This building was the first 
facility built especially for theological training on the campus 
of Acadia. Representatives of the College, Acadia University, 
the United Baptist Convention of the Atlantic Provinces, the 
United Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union, students, and 
friends gathered to dedicate the building to the glory of God 
and to the purpose for which it had been designed and built.

By early 1975, the Acadia Divinity College Campaign  
had received excellent support in gifts from more than  
290 churches of the United Baptist Convention of the 
Atlantic Provinces, the United Baptist Woman’s Missionary 
Union, as well as a great host of individual citizens and 
businesses. When finished and completely furnished, the 
building cost was approximately $400,000.

Acadia Divinity College Under Construction 1970

Dr. Cherry, Rev. Hobson, Dr. Langley (l-r)
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Today, Acadia Divinity College (ADC) exists as the official 
seminary of the Convention of Atlantic Baptist Churches 
and continues as the Faculty of Theology of Acadia 
University. The University awards all ADC degrees, and all 
ADC graduate degrees are approved by the Association 
of Theological Schools in the United States and Canada.

The College offers theological education at the 
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral levels, equipping 
men and women for leadership roles in churches, 
chaplaincies, denominational leadership, university and 
seminary teaching, cross-cultural mission, para-church 
leadership, and other areas of ministry. The College is 
known for rigorous academic instruction and also for 

a strong emphasis on practical training. This training is 
designed to help students clarify their call, establish their 
ministerial competencies, and refine their character in 
order that they might be used of God as effective leaders 
in the local church and other ministry settings.

With rich and varied backgrounds, ADC’s highly qualified 
professors are published authors, respected leaders 
in their fields, and actively engaged in local, regional, 
national, and international ministries. With a diverse 
student population, representing many countries 
of the world and including more than 20 Christian 
denominations, the College’s reach is global.

Acadia Divinity College Today
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We need a strong home base.

Two detailed engineering reports have reached the 
same conclusion: The College building needs significant 
refurbishment to keep it structurally sound and useful. 
The need is urgent and timely. By acting now, the value 
of the current building will be utilized and preserved at 
the same time as the refurbishment brings the facility 
up to current standards and extends its lifespan. This is 
a cost-effective approach that will empower theological 
education for decades to come while concurrently linking 
new students to the strength of the College’s history and 
traditions that have been building for 50 years.

Acadia Divinity College Future
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Acadia Divinity College: Campus View Looking Southeast

Acadia Divinity College: Campus View Looking Southwest

Acadia Divinity College: Campus View Looking Northwest

Existing Campus

Existing Campus

Existing Campus

Architectural Rendering

Architectural Rendering

Architectural Rendering



7

Proposed Budget
Consultants  ....................................................................................................................................................... $150,000

 Structural
 Architectural
 Mechanical & Electrical

Project Management Fee  ................................................................................................................................. $110,000

General Requirements for Construction  ......................................................................................................... $95,000
 Site Super
 Job Truck
 Cell phone
 Trailer mob
 Trailer rent
 Portable Toilets
 Temp. Power
 Site Cleaning
 Pedestrian Protection
 Building Permit
 Builders Risk Insurance

Staging and Allowances  ................................................................................................................................... $145,000

 Staging
 Hoarding Openings
 Repair Exterior Concrete Stair
 Cut & Patch Allowance
 Roof Work for new Ventilation unit
 Concrete pad and fence
 Excavation & Concrete work to move out the West wall
 Washroom Accessories

Demolition and Asbestos Abatement  ............................................................................................................. $150,000

Exterior  .............................................................................................................................................................. $750,000

 Masonry

 Glazing

Interior  .............................................................................................................................................................. $350,000

 Drywall Trade (partitions and ceiling work)

 Doors, Frames, Hardware and Install

 Millwork

 Flooring

 Painting

 Steel Stairs

Mechanical  ........................................................................................................................................................ $375,000

Electrical  ............................................................................................................................................................ $175,000

                                                                                                      Total Goal:   $2,300,000

Updated June, 2018



We need to renew the College building, 
to have a suitable and adequate facility for training the next generation for ministry.

Acadia Divinity College touches the lives of many – including those who have never set foot on the Acadia University 
campus. The reach of the College is wide, with our graduates serving people and communities, locally, nationally, and 
internationally. For our churches, alumni, and friends, the College building presents an opportunity to ensure theological 
education continues to be available to those who respond to God’s call to ministry. We invite you to join us in this 
vital project. Success will ensure that a high standard of theological education will continue to be available in Atlantic 
Canada to students from nearby and around the world.

15 University Avenue 
Wolfville NS B4P 2R6 Canada 

1.866.875.8975  •  902.585.2218 
www.acadiadiv.ca


