
Now, more 
            than 
           ever...

Four Strategic Priorities
for Acadia Divinity College



Acadia Divinity College (ADC) is the Faculty of Theology of Acadia  
University and is the official seminary of the Convention of Atlantic  
Baptist Churches.  

ADC attracts students from more than 20 countries and more than  
20 denominations, preparing them to serve Christ wherever He calls them.

With a deep sense of mission, we teach and model that faith is crucial and  
relevant and that rigorous theological study makes a difference. As a result, 
our graduates leave confident that God will meet them and empower 
them to engage in today’s changing world. 

Now, more 
            than 
           ever...

People are facing complex  
questions about faith.

People are searching for  
meaning in their lives.

The world needs Christian leaders  
who can address these questions.

…Acadia Divinity College needs your help to equip 
the next generation of those who will lead us.



Four Strategic Priorities
For the next three years, ADC will focus on four strategic priorities to 
ensure our graduates have maximum impact today and in the future.

1. The College Building 
Refurbishing the facility

2. Key Academic Chairs 
Ensuring quality instruction through endowments1 

3. Scholarships and Bursaries 
Supporting students to respond to God’s call

4. The Centre for Christian Faith and Culture  
Going public with the Gospel



The College Building 
We need a strong home base.

We must maintain a highly functional facility to continue to provide 
students with excellent learning spaces and improved access through 
technology, as well as exposing them to the resources of a contemporary 
university setting. The current College building was constructed in 1970 
and occupies a prime location on campus. It has served the College well 
for nearly 50 years, and now critical renovations must occur to sustain an 
effective presence on the campus of Acadia University.

Two detailed engineering reports have reached the same conclusion: the 
building needs significant refurbishment to keep it structurally sound 
and useful. This urgent requirement presents an opportunity to upgrade 
ADC for theological education for decades to come. 

We need to renew the College building, to have a suitable and adequate 
facility for training the next generation for ministry. 

 

Goal:  $1.5 million

Architect’s rendering of the view looking southeast



 

Architect’s rendering of the view looking northwest





Key Academic Chairs 
The church needs well-prepared and educated leaders. 

Theology made practical, relevant, and compelling for today’s culture 
requires the best faculty.  We must continue to provide excellent teachers 
who understand the needs of the church.

Over its history, ADC has established named academic chairs, all of which 
are only partially funded. To fully fund each of these chairs requires an 
endowment of $2.5 million. Endowed academic chairs ensure we can 
continue to attract and recruit the best faculty to deliver quality instruction 
for students.

ADC is concentrating on endowing the following four academic chairs:

1. The Abner J. Langley and Harold L. Mitton 
Chair of Church Leadership  |  Endowment  ........................................... $514,000

2. The Sheldon and Marjorie Fountain 
Chair of Evangelism and Mission  |  Endowment .................................. $635,000

3. The Thomas B. McDormand, Charles J. Taylor and Dennis M. Veinotte 
Chair of Pastoral Care and Counselling  |  Endowment ....................... $165,000

4. The John Gladstone 
Chair of Preaching and Worship  |  Endowment ................................$2,034,000

We need to increase our funding of these Chairs, enabling us to attract 
the best faculty in each of these disciplines.

Goal:  Reach $2.5 million in each Chair 

Endowments as of October 5, 2015



Scholarships and Bursaries 
Education is expensive.  

We must remove financial barriers that prevent capable people from 
faithfully responding to God’s call. 

Today, God calls people from different ages and stages of life to serve in 
many different ways. There is no typical Acadia Divinity College student. 
Some complete degrees through traditional on-campus programs. Others 
study part-time by utilizing ADC off-site courses, distance education, and 
intensives.

We need to strengthen the financial support we give to our students with 
increased scholarships and bursaries which means we need to add to our 
existing endowments.

   

Goal:  $1 million



The Centre for Christian Faith and Culture 
The church needs to respond to an ever-changing world.  

We are called to help students, alumni, congregations, and others in ministry  
to navigate Christian life and thought through the complexities of today’s world. 

Addressing the complicated issues that emerge from all directions requires 
knowledge, wisdom, engaged theological thinking, and skill in applying 
biblical principles to our contemporary culture. 

The new Centre for Christian Faith and Culture will be ADC’s focus for 
helping students and the wider church engage with people and issues in 
meaningful, thoughtful, relevant, and transformative ways. The Centre will 
accomplish this in three specific areas:

1. Resources - The Centre will create, collect, and distribute a wide range 
of articles and various resources to better inform and equip Christians to 
engage with issues of faith and culture. 

2. Courses and Programs - The Centre will launch new courses and degree 
specializations to prepare practitioners and academics to lead the church 
in an ever-changing world. 

3. Research - The Centre will be a hub of research and publishing as well 
as a forum for engaging Christian ethics and other issues that emerge as 
we experience rapid growth in technology, shifting cultural values, and 
new global realities.

We need to create a Centre for Christian Faith and Culture to help 
Christians engage the world, and the world to engage Christian life  
and thought. 

Goal:  $0.5 million



Now, more than ever, your help is needed.
We continue to be grateful to the many individuals, churches, and 
organizations that have given so generously to the College over the 
years. This support has enabled us to better educate and prepare men 
and women for leadership in our churches and other ministry settings.

Over the next three years, we will be asking for your help to invest in the 
future of Christian witness and the life of the Church. Through funding 
these four strategic priorities, together, we will position ADC for another 
generation of service.

We believe this will be a blessing and joy for you as much as it will be for 
the beneficiaries of your gift!

Harry G. Gardner 
President of Acadia Divinity College 
Dean of Theology of Acadia University 
Abner J. Langley and Harold L. Mitton Professor of Church Leadership



To Make a Gift:

Contact John E. Campbell 
 Director of Advancement 
 902.585.2218 
 john.campbell@acadiau.ca

 Trisha Urquhart  
 Advancement Office 
 902.585.2217  
 trisha.urquhart@acadiau.ca

 
 

 For recent news about Acadia Divinity College, go to:
  www.acadiadiv.ca/news

Acadia Divinity College is a certified member of the Canadian Council of Christian Charities  
Spending of funds is confined to ADC Board of Trustees-approved programs and projects.  Each restricted 
contribution designated towards an ADC Board of Trustees-approved program or project will be used as 
designated, with the understanding that, when the need for such a program or project has been met, or 
cannot be completed for any reason determined by the ADC Board of Trustees, the remaining restricted 
contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.



15 University Avenue 
Wolfville NS B4P 2R6 Canada 

1.866.875.8975  •  902.585.2218 
www.acadiadiv.ca

Acadia Divinity College 
deeply rooted in Acadia University


