Andrew D. MacRae
Centre for Christian Faith and Culture

A Strategic Priority

for Acadia Divinity College

The Centre for Christian Faith and Culture
is named after Andrew D. MacRae, in honour
of the 4th Principal of Acadia Divinity College
and in recognition of his global impact and
commitment to evangelism and mission.
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Acadia Divinity College
Acadia Divinity College (ADC) has a distinguished record
of theological education. As early as 1830, Baptists in
Nova Scotia established a “department of pious scholars”
at Horton Academy in Wolfville for ministerial training.
With the founding of what became Acadia University
in 1838, preparation for ministry was continued under
various formats until the School of Theology was
officially formed in 1923.
When Acadia University was reorganized in the late
1960s, the School of Theology was reconstituted as
Acadia Divinity College in 1968. Today, Acadia Divinity
College exists as the official seminary of the Convention
of Atlantic Baptist Churches and continues as the Faculty
of Theology of Acadia University. The University awards
all ADC degrees, and all ADC graduate degrees are
approved by the Association of Theological Schools in
Canada and the United States.

Acadia Divinity College offers theological education at
the bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral levels, equipping
men and women for leadership roles in churches,
chaplaincies, denominational leadership, university and
seminary teaching, cross-cultural mission, para-church
leadership, and other areas of ministry. The College is
known for rigorous academic instruction and also for
a strong emphasis on practical training. This training is
designed to help students clarify their call, establish their
ministerial competencies, and refine their character in
order that they might be used of God as effective leaders
in the local church and other ministry settings.
With rich and varied backgrounds, Acadia Divinity
College’s highly qualified professors are published
authors, respected leaders in their fields, and actively
engaged in local, regional, national, and international
ministries. With a diverse student population,
representing many countries of the world and including
more than 20 Christian denominations, Acadia Divinity
College’s reach is global.
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The Reverend Dr. Andrew D. MacRae was born in
Lasswade, near Edinburgh, Scotland in 1933. Through
the early encouragement of his pastor, Dr. MacRae
became a street evangelist in Edinburgh as a teenager.
He received his Master of Arts at the University of
Edinburgh in 1954, his Bachelor of Divinity at the Baptist
Theological College of Scotland in 1957, and was
ordained in early August 1957. He was called to pastoral
ministry in Scotland for 12 years, focusing on urban
ministry, followed by 14 years as the General Secretary
and Superintendent of the Baptist Union of Scotland.
Dr. MacRae served extensively in Europe and the Soviet
Bloc, working with the Baptist World Alliance and also
preaching, teaching and leading conferences in more
than 50 countries on every continent. In recognition of
his work, he received a Doctor of Divinity (honoris causa)
from the Campbellsville University, Kentucky, in 1979.

Andrew D. MacRae
M.A., B.D. (University of Edinburgh)
Ph.D. (University of St. Andrews)
D.D. (Campbellsville University)
D.D. (Acadia University)
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In 1979, Dr. MacRae received an invitation from Acadia
Divinity College to establish the first Chair of Evangelism
and Mission in Canada. In 1980, Dr. MacRae began his
service at the College, and in 1983, he became the first
occupant of the Sheldon and Marjorie Fountain Chair
of Evangelism and Mission. He then served as Principal
(President) and Dean of Theology from 1985 to 1998.
During his time in Canada, Dr. MacRae earned his Doctor
of Philosophy from St. Andrews University in 1984 and
received an honorary Doctor of Divinity from Acadia
University in 2004.
Dr. MacRae retired in 1998 after thirteen years, as ADC’s
longest serving Principal. In retirement he served as a
pastor, taught evangelism, and after a brief absence
from the College, returned to direct the Doctor of
Ministry program, a program he introduced in the 1980s.
Until 2014, he served as Senior Consultant to the Doctor
of Ministry Program, Life and Ministry Coach, and Liaison
to Hong Kong Ministries.

Vision

Mission

We are called to help students, alumni, congregations,
and others in ministry to navigate Christian life and
thought through the complexities of today’s world.

The new Centre for Christian Faith and Culture will
be ADC’s focus for helping students and the wider
church engage with people and issues in meaningful,
thoughtful, relevant, and transformative ways.

Addressing the complicated issues that emerge from
all directions requires knowledge, wisdom, engaged
theological thinking, and skill in applying biblical
principles to our contemporary culture.
We need to create a Centre for Christian Faith and
Culture to help Christians engage the world, and the
world to engage Christian life and thought.

The church needs to respond
to an ever-changing world.
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Activities

The Andrew D. MacRae Centre for Christian Faith and Culture will accomplish
its mission in three specific areas:
1. Resources - The Centre will create, collect, and
distribute a wide range of articles and various
resources to better inform and equip Christians
to engage with issues of faith and culture. These
resources will be organized and distributed via a
website, a central hub to facilitate the work of
the Centre.
a. Blog Articles written and aimed at adding voices to
the wider dialogue happening in our society.
b. Published Articles presented or published, adding
high quality academic material to the ongoing
discussion in our society.
c. Lists of relevant books, articles, websites,
conferences, and authors.
d. Speakers for churches, conferences, and seminars.
2. Courses and Programs - The Centre will launch
new courses and degree specializations to prepare
practitioners and academics to lead the church in an
ever-changing world.
a. Master of Arts (Theology) in Church Planting This practical degree specialization will assist
leaders who are interested in church planting and
renewal to engage their work on a critical level.
b. Master of Arts (Theology) in Ethics/Apologetics This academic degree specialization will provide
students with the theological knowledge and
practical skills to effectively engage faith and
culture in their contexts.
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New courses will be developed to facilitate the two
new degree specializations. Current courses in the
area of ethics, theology, and apologetics will be given
a new focus.
3. Research - The Centre will be a hub of research and
publishing as well as a forum for engaging Christian
ethics and other issues that emerge as we experience
rapid growth in technology, shifting cultural values,
and new global realities.
The Centre will provide an opportunity for original
research to be done in the area of faith in culture.
This research will be Canadian in general, and Atlantic
Canadian focused. It will provide us with unique
information on the health and trends of our own
churches and society to help us understand our
unique situation and challenges.
The Centre will also provide a rigorous academic
environment for the publication of books and
articles on related topics. Working with a reputable
publishing house, a series of publications will be
created over time helping to shape our teaching
and understanding of our unique Atlantic Canadian
context.

Anna grew up, and came to faith, in Saint John,
New Brunswick. She completed a Bachelor of Arts in
political science at Carleton University in Ottawa, and
worked for the Red Cross in International Development
Education. Responding to a call to ministry, she and
her husband, Peter, studied at Acadia Divinity College,
where she earned a Master of Religious Education
and a Master of Arts (Theology). She was ordained in
1995, and served in educational, youth, and interim
ministries, before moving to Aberystwyth, Wales, where
she completed a Doctor of Philosophy in theology and
social ethics. In 2000, she was appointed to the faculty of
the London School of Theology teaching theology and
contemporary culture, and where she took on various
academic leadership roles, including, Vice-Principal, and
Acting Principal. Her research graduates serve in diverse
teaching and leadership positions around the world.

Anna M. Robbins

Director of the Andrew D. MacRae
Centre for Christian Faith and Culture
B.A. (Carleton University)
M.R.E. (Acadia University)
M.A. (Theology) (Acadia University)
Ph.D. (University of Wales)

In London, Anna was involved with several organizations
as theological consultant, and spoke widely at diverse
venues where she honed her skills in relating faith
and culture. She was involved in Theos, a public
theology thinktank, Christians in Politics, where she led
parliamentary Bible studies in the Palace of Westminster,
Tearfund, the Evangelical Alliance, the Council of the
Baptist Union of Great Britain, and was a British delegate
to the Baptist World Alliance, serving as Vice-Chair of the
Commission on Christian Ethics.
She has presented papers on ethics and contemporary
culture in many places, across the UK and Canada, and
in Germany, Czech Republic, Croatia, Canada, Mexico,
and the USA. She serves on the steering committee for
the Evangelical Studies Group of the American Academy
of Religion, and writes Bible notes for Scripture Union’s
Daily Bread (UK). She speaks and writes widely, with a
passion to help people understand and articulate faith in
the context of contemporary culture.
Anna lives in Wolfville with her husband, Peter, and their
son, David.
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Now, more than ever, your help is needed.
Four Strategic Priorities

For the next three years, ADC will focus on four strategic priorities to ensure our graduates have maximum impact
today and in the future.

1. The College Building
Refurbishing the facility
2. Key Academic Chairs
Ensuring quality instruction through endowments
3. Scholarships and Bursaries
Supporting students to respond to God’s call
4. The Centre for Christian Faith and Culture
Going public with the Gospel

Goal: Reach $0.5 million for the Andrew D. MacRae 							
Centre for Christian Faith and Culture

15 University Avenue
Wolfville NS B4P 2R6 Canada
1.866.875.8975 • 902.585.2218
www.acadiadiv.ca

